First Bill Introduced to Ban
Superintelligent Al
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- The First Bill tovBa
Superintelligence

Yesterday, Anthropic researcher Jacob Coxon resigned, stating that Al

companies are “racing straight to self-improving superintelligence and
gambling with our lives” and that they believe it “could kill us all by th
of the decade”.

At the same time, momentum is building to change course. These haw«
been two historic weeks in the fight to prevent human extinction from
superintelligence, with three major legislative breakthroughs for Contr
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and everyone working to keep humans in control.

A little less than two years ago, we set out to inform lawmakers and th
public about the extinction risk from superintelligence and help them ¢
it. Since then, we have directly briefed nearly 400 lawmakers across th
UK, Canada, and Germany, and over 170 in the UK and Canada now
publicly back our campaigns: the start of an international coalition to
prevent superintelligence and keep humanity in control.

This work has led directly to three major legislative breakthroughs in tt
last two weeks:

1. ControlAl’s bill to ban superintelligence was introduced in the UK
Parliament by Alex Sobel MP, the first bill of this kind to be introduc
any legislature around the world.

2. Senator Bernie Sanders and Representative Greg Casar have
announced a US bill to ban superintelligence, which ControlAl cons
on.

3. Lord Clement-Jones introduced in the UK legislature an amendmen
drafted by ControlAl that would establish an emergency Al kill swit
the government.

The First Bill to Ban Superintelligent Al
Introduced in Any Legislature
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ControlAl team members heading into Parliament yesterday to watc
happen.

On September 8, Alex Sobel MP introduced ControlAl's UK Artificial
Superintelligence Security Bill on the floor of the UK House of Common
with cross-party support.

This bill, first announced in May, prohibits the development of
superintelligence to address the national security risk it poses, while
ensuring the UK can still pursue its Al ambitions for economic prosperii
and defense.

A domestic ban protects the UK from threats on its own soil, but not frc
the development of superintelligence abroad. No matter who builds AS
where they build it, we are all in danger: truly addressing the threat
requires a worldwide prohibition on ASI development. The bill recogniz
this, requiring the UK government to work with other countries to negc
an international agreement prohibiting superintelligence worldwide.

It is feasible to detect and deter superintelligence development. It is a
large-scale industrial process, akin to uranium enrichment. It requires

massive data centers, visible from orbit and detectable through therm:
imaging satellites, filled with state-of-the-art Al chips produced througt
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narrow supply chains that can be restricted. Specific markers also help
distinguish superintelligence development from most Al development,
giving governments the means to establish a “trust, but verify” regime

And momentum is growing on both sides of the Atlantic.

Sanders and Casar Announce the First US Bill
Ban Superintelligent Al

Last week, Senator Bernie Sanders and Representative Greg Casar
announced the first US bill to ban superintelligence. This announcemet

comes after Representatives Nathaniel Moran and Ted Lieu introduced

Al Kill Switch Act in July, which we were happy to endorse.

As reported by the Washington Post, ControlAl_consulted on the Sande;

Casar framework. Our wider US advocacy has included briefing over 2(

congressional offices and holding over 20 meetings directly with memt

of Congress in a little over a year.

It is fantastic that the first bill in the US banning superintelligence
recognizes that any national ban must be coupled with an effort to pre
superintelligence development worldwide. This is crucial for any frame
on preventing superintelligence.

The framework also proposes a temporary pause on advanced Al
development. Our own approach is narrower: prohibit the development
superintelligence specifically, and treat a specific subset of Al capabilit
as superintelligence precursors to be monitored and restricted.

We look forward to seeing how the full bill balances these goals. In the
meantime, you can read our US Ban ASI Bill discussion draft.

Lord Clement-Jones Introduces an Emergency Al Kill Switch in 1
UK
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Last week, on September 1, Lord Clement-Jones put forward ControlAl’

switch amendment to the UK’'s Cyber Security and Resilience Bill, mark

the second time ControlAl has worked with UK parliamentarians to adv
such a measure in this bill, after Alex Sobel introduced another kill swit

amendment earlier this year.

The_amendment recognizes superintelligence as a national security thi
and provides a stopgap measure allowing the government to shut dow
data centers and Al systems deployed at scale in the UK in case Als ar
threatening national security.

An Al kill switch is a common-sense measure that governments should
in place, though it will not be sufficient if we do reach superintelligence
such systems would undermine any attempt to shut them down.

What Comes Next

Two years ago, no legislature in the world had seen a bill to ban
superintelligence. Now one has been introduced, with a second bill
announced.

What these bills and amendments do is set out measures countries cal
adopt domestically, and set the path for them to negotiate internation:
deals to enforce them around the world. And importantly, they open uj
public conversation we need to have to get a ban on superintelligence
place.

Each national breakthrough makes getting another country on board e
and each of them builds the international coalition we need.

This was achieved with a small team, in less than two years. The apprc
is straightforward, repeatable, and compounds via a public, growing
coalition of lawmakers.

The work is only beginning. We will keep working with lawmakers acros
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parties and countries to keep humanity in control.

Subscribe to ControlAl

Launched 3 years ago

Working to keep humanity in control

Type your email... Subscribe

By subscribing, you agree to Substack's Terms of Use, and
acknowledge its Information Collection Notice and Privacy
Policy.

@Q’JJ 312 Likes » 38 Restacks

Discussion about this post

Comments Restacks

Write a comment...

\J Mimi Donahue @ Sep 9

Thanks for helping us against this evil!

Q LIKE (25) () REPLY

Greg Gumina Sep 9

Thank you for covering this matter so well. I'm glad you're tackling this matter he
have alot of ideas to help keep Al in control, feel free to contact me if you're inter
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